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(AXcess News) Washington - In an election of firsts, both Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton are at times highlighting or downplaying their identities as an African American and a woman.

But are the groups these identities represent staying by their sides?

A new survey shows that black voters heavily favor both Clinton and Obama.

The survey by the African American think tank, the Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies, found that Clinton is the candidate viewed most favorably by black voters, at 80 percent. Obama comes in second at 74 percent. Democrat John Edwards had a favorable rating of 45 percent.

The survey of 750 blacks from across the country who are likely to vote in primaries and caucuses has a margin of error of 3.7 percentage points, meaning Obama could have a more favorable rating than Clinton. The poll was conducted from Oct. 5 to Nov. 2

David Bositis, senior political analyst at the Joint Center, announced the findings on Tuesday.

"African American voters are really only looking at two candidates," Bositis said. "No other candidates exist in the realm of Clinton and Obama in the attention they're receiving from African American voters."

The survey found that no Republican candidates were viewed favorably by a majority of black voters. Rudy Giuliani got the highest rating, 27 percent.

Though Clinton and Obama are close, the survey found that Clinton won overwhelming support on issues blacks found most important.

The war in Iraq, health care and the economy and jobs were the three most important issues for black voters surveyed.

Respondents were asked which Democratic candidate has the best position on specific issues. Clinton's policies on the Iraq war were favored by 35 percent over Obama's 22 percent.

Forty-seven percent of blacks surveyed favored Clinton's health care policies, while only 19 percent favored Obama's.

Clinton also beat out Obama on strengthening Social Security. Based on issues, Clinton is the clear choice for black voters.

Clinton's campaign released a statement about the survey shortly after it was announced.

"These results are a result of my long-term commitment to equality and bringing equal opportunities to African Americans," she said. "I believe this country can do better, and will do better in the future."

Obama's campaign said it would comment on the report but had not done so by late Tuesday.

The results are surprising to those who assume blacks would vote solely on race. But Bositis said there are a "number of areas that Clinton has the edge."

Clinton has been publicly visible longer than Obama, as first lady and senator from New York. Her visibility has been positive among the black community, primarily because of her husband.

During Bill Clinton's presidency, black income increased at a faster rate than white income. In Clinton's second term, average black income increased by $5,000.

Supporting Hillary Clinton over Obama is also a result of a mindset that a black man won't be elected as president.

"African Americans are basing their feelings on their own experiences," Bositis said. "They look at a black candidate and think, ‘No way will he get elected.'"

The majority of blacks live in the South, where most black candidates do not win state government positions, he said.

When blacks don't think Obama will get elected, they turn to the Democratic candidate who is most likely to win, Clinton. What makes this election different is that blacks like both Clinton and Obama.

"The choice between Obama and Clinton is not like filet mignon and bologna," Bositis said. "It's like filet mignon and lobster tails."

Another subgroup that greatly influences the support of blacks overall is black women, who make up 60 percent of black voters. Their reaction to a presidential race involving a black versus a woman candidate also seems to favor Clinton.

"Black women see a woman president as making history and change just as much as an African American," Bositis said. "That's what's so unprecedented with this election."

Though the Joint Center's survey shows Clinton with an apparent lead over Obama, no one should rule him out yet, Bositis said.

Half of black voters make their decisions the last week before the primary. If Obama wins the Iowa caucus, his support could snowball.

Though the race between Clinton and Obama may be far from over, one sure thing is the lack of support Republican candidates are receiving from black voters.

Unlike in 2004, when President Bush's positions on moral issues such as same-sex marriage and abortion brought support from some black voters, blacks are now more concerned with the war and economy, the survey found. Republican candidates have done little to reach out to blacks.
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