‘Bradley Effect’ Debated as Factor in Obama’s Loss; Campaign Teams Head to Nevada, S.C.
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The first thing Sen. Barack Obama did on the podium in New Hampshire Tuesday night after the applause quieted was thank his closest opponent, Hillary Clinton, who captured victory in the first primary of 2008 presidential election season.

“I want to congratulate Sen. Clinton on a hard-fought victory here in New Hampshire. She did an outstanding job -- give her a big round of applause,” he said.

But that fight is just heating up as the candidates and their crews head west and south -- first for the Nevada caucuses on Jan. 19, then the South Carolina primary on Jan. 26. After that, it’s off to the 22 states with primary elections on Feb. 5, also known as Super Tuesday.

Obama has won the support of the 60,000-member Culinary Workers Union in Nevada, a coup for the Democrat that could boost his candidacy against Clinton in the state's nominating contest.

Leaders of the Culinary Workers Union, Local 226 announced the endorsement at a news conference with members Wednesday.

Obama also picked up the endorsement of the Nevada chapter of the Service Employees International Union, which voted to endorse him Tuesday.

Unofficial New Hampshire results show Clinton with 39 percent of the vote, Obama with 37 percent and John Edwards with 17 percent. Both Clinton and Obama picked up nine delegates in New Hampshire.
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New Mexico Gov. Bill Richardson, whose twin fourth-place finishes showed his impressive credentials could not compete with his rivals' star power, ended his campaign for the presidency Wednesday. Richardson didn't get quite 5 percent in the New Hampshire primary Tuesday and came in with just 2 percent in the Iowa caucus last week.

“If Obama had won New Hampshire, he would have been well on his way to winning the Democratic nomination,” said David Bositis, senior research associate with the Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies, based in Washington, D.C.

“There are a lot of states to go and Clinton and Obama have to fight it out,” Bositis told BlackAmericaWeb.com.

The voters in New Hampshire on Tuesday were not ready to close the contest at this time, says Alabama Rep. Artur Davis, who heads that state’s Obama campaign.

“We have two first-class leading candidates, and it has been a while since we have had this kind of contest. It’ll invigorate the Democratic Party,“ Davis told BlackAmericaWeb.com.

Most pollsters had predicted that Obama would win, bringing in at least 36 percent of the vote in New Hampshire. Pollsters had predicted Clinton would range in the high 20s to low 30s on percentage.

Though some speculated that Obama had fallen victim to what is called the "Bradley Effect," both Bositis and Davis said that was not the case.

“The most reputable polls were correct on Obama’s numbers. The estimate was off on Clinton,” Bositis said.

The "Bradley Effect" is a reference to campaigns in which some whites have seemed reluctant to tell pollsters they would not support the black candidate. It stems from Tom Bradley's 1982 losing run for California governor, and is exemplified by races like Douglas Wilder's surprisingly narrow Virginia gubernatorial win in 1989. In both cases, white voters told pollsters they would vote for the black candidates, but did not.

Andrew Kohut, president of the Pew Research Center, said some low-income, less-educated voters who declined to be interviewed by pollsters may have had more negative views about black candidates than those who agreed to be questioned, leaving the polling results tilted too strongly toward Obama. Others doubted whether that occurred, saying the Democratic contest has not been racially charged.

"You can't rule this out as an issue," said Kohut, whose nonpartisan polling organization did no late surveys in New Hampshire. He said the problem had not arisen in Iowa, where "Obama was not the front-runner. He was not such a symbol, perhaps threateningly, to people who don't like blacks that he might be president."

Race was not a factor in the New Hampshire primary, Davis opined. In instances where there has been a "Bradley Effect," usually there has been some type of racial controversy just prior to the election, he said.

“We have two strong candidates. One won, and one almost won. There is no indication that the decisions were based on race,” Davis said.

But one thing that some observers and New Hampshire residents say made a difference was Clinton’s most recent show of emotion and her efforts to get out of the box and connect with people.

“She had a meltdown a day or two before the primary, and that really resonated especially with the more senior folk,” said Fred Ross of Portsmouth, N.H., a retired government employee who also taught school for 14 years.

“There were those who thought that she did not exude that warmth that people expect. That meltdown in Portsmouth stirred the hearts of more women than men,“ Ross told BlackAmericaWeb.com.

Congressman Jesse Jackson Jr., Wednesday on MSNBC noted the impact of Clinton’s tears.

"There were tears that melted the Granite State. And those tears that Mrs. Clinton cried on that day clearly moved voters. She somehow connected with those voters. But those tears also have to be analyzed,“ Jackson said. “They have to be looked at very, very carefully in light of Katrina, in light of other things that Mrs. Clinton did not cry for, particularly as we head to South Carolina, where 45 percent of African-Americans participate in the Democratic contest, and they see real hope in Barack Obama."

Clinton's display and the fact that many of the younger voters who attend New Hampshire colleges were still away on break at the time of the primary affected the primary results, he said.

Obama's campaign said the Illinois senator had taken in more than $8 million and gained 35,000 new donors since Jan. 1, including $1.5 million online since midnight Tuesday. Obama raised $22.5 million in the last three months of the year for the primary election and an extra $1 million for the general election, the campaign said.

Ross initially had plans of supporting Clinton, then about eight months ago, he got a personal call from Barack Obama asking him to help in the campaign.

“My wife called me to the phone and said, ‘Fred, someone wants to speak to you, someone named Obama,” Ross recalled.

Bositis said if the voting totals in Iowa and New Hampshire are indication of patterns for the November election, the results may be skewed in the Democrats' direction.

“In the Iowa Caucus, there were about 240,000 Democrats and 140,000 Republicans. In 2004, Bush won Iowa,” he said. “In New Hampshire, 280,000 Democrats voted in the primary and 220,000 Republicans."

The Democratic nomination, Bositis said, will come down to what happens in states where there already is a history of diversity in statewide offices.

“You have to look at states like Colorado. It’s considered a white state, but they have had a black lieutenant governor and a black secretary of state,” Bositis said, adding that Ohio has had two black lieutenant governors. “These states already have a record of voting for blacks. The fight will not be in Mississippi, Louisiana or South Carolina.”

In his union's endorsement, Culinary secretary-treasurer D. Taylor  took a jab at the mostly white electorate that had so far shaped the race in New Hampshire and Iowa.

"We're not just Wonderbread here, we got pumpernickel, we got whole wheat, we got rye. We're excited about that. That's America. That's why Senator Obama excites us and excites the country," Taylor said, following cheers and the union chant "Si se puede."

On Wednesday, Clinton pored over election strategy in the first blush of her surprising success and indicated she'd compete in every big Democratic contest coming up this month rather than try to cherry-pick her way to the nomination.

"I'm going to keep going as we take on all the rest of the contests between now and Feb. 5th," she said, back home in New York to "get grounded and take a deep breath" after a victory that surprised her own campaign, confounded the pollsters and shocked nearly everyone else.

Obama responded not just to his Democratic rival's New Hampshire primary win but to attacks on him by her husband, former President Clinton. Reports suggest that Obama's criticisms of the Clintons will sharpen on the stump going forward.

"I think that Sen. Clinton, obviously, is a formidable and tough candidate, and we have to make sure that we take it to them just like they take it to us," Obama said. "I come from Chicago politics. We're accustomed to rough and tumble."
