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THE SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH OF YOUNG MEN OF COLOR
ANALYZING AND INTERPRETING THE DATA

INTRODUCTION

Historically, the focal point of  the discourse on the sexual and reproductive health of  adolescents has been teen pregnancy, 
and the population of  interest has been adolescent females ages 10-14 and ages 15-19.  Issues related to the sexual and 

reproductive health of  young males were seldom considered, as reÿ ected in the type of  data collectedñor not collectedñfor 
male and female teens.  In the late 1980s, this began to change with an increased emphasis on issues related to male teens, 
in part due to the spread of  infections such as HIV (human immunodeþ ciency virus) and chlamydia.  Our knowledge about 
the sexual and reproductive health outcomes and behaviors of  young men of  color (Hispanic or Latino, black or African 
American, Asian, American Indian or Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian or Other Paciþ c Islander) is shaped by the methods 
used to gather and analyze the relevant data.  These methods and the resulting data, however, do not always accurately reÿ ect 
trends for this group.  This report traces our knowledge about the sexual and reproductive health of  young men of  color from 
outcomes to behaviors, and then discusses some of  the complexities associated with studying this population.

OUTCOMES

The sexual and reproductive health of  young men of  color can be assessed by examining various outcomes, such as 
impregnation rates and rates of  sexually transmitted infection, HIV infection, and AIDS.  These outcomesñthe result of  

choices made by young men of  color about sexual activity and behaviorsñare the starting point for this report.1

• In recent years, the share of  male high-school 
  students who reported having ever impregnated a 
  female has declined markedly.  About half  as many
  black non-Hispanic, Hispanic, and white non- 
  Hispanic male high-school students reported having 
  ever impregnated a female in 2003, compared with 
  1995.  In 2003, nearly eight percent of  black non-
  Hispanic, more than þ ve percent of  Hispanic, and 
  nearly two percent of  white non-Hispanic male high-
  school students reported having ever impregnated a
  female (Figure 1).

Å Among males ages 15-29, between 1999 and 2004, 
black non-Hispanic males reported the highest rates 
of  infection for chlamydia, gonorrhea, and syphilis, 
three of  the most common sexually transmitted 
infections.

FIGURE 1
High-school males who have impregnated someone, by race/ethnicity, 1995, 1997, 1999, 2001, 

and 2003
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Sources:  Kann et. al. 1996; Kann et. al. 1998; Kann et. al. 2000; Grunbaum et. al. 2002; and Grunbaum et. al. 2004.
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Data reported represent di� erent years because of the complexities associated with collecting data for young men of all the racial/ethnic groups of interest.




